INTRIGUES

by a previous mention of his appointment to the house-
hold treasury, that tht% ministry makes itself responsible
for (miner's nomination as an acting privy councillor*
Public opinion and the Prussian parliament would scarcely
assume that the ministry could have desired to confer this
distinction on its notorious opjxment; they would prob-
ably gucs* the liulh that the ministry in not held in suffi-
cient respect at Court, and docs not enjoy sufficient influ-
ence with his Majesty to prevent this nomination; nor
would there In* the least doubt in their minds that this
appointment, published in the "State Gazette," had been
countersigned mow wftfa by the ministry, The belief
that the ministry possesses the influence upon his Maj-
esty's decisions, which in assumed by the Const!tut ion,
would not Ix? promoted by the published com muni cat ion
of his Majesty'* ungracious marginal comment, and the
ensuing answer of the ministry, People might be tempted
tci compare the contents and their effect with the pro-
ceedings in France, which have brought about the latest
change of ministry there,

*! am licit without some anxiety if we ought not to
regard the proceedings in the (miner case as only a probe
used by If err von Schieinitz and his advisers (not by his
Majesty the Kmpcror) for sounding us, in order to see how
much we will stand, and how highly we rate our minis-
terial authority. In my opinion, to yield to these unjus-
tifiable ways of influencing his Majesty's decisions is not
the best method of putting an end to them, On the con-
trary, they will only increase, and the conflict, which is
now a merely formal one, would soon be repeated on a
more unfavourable domain, confused with great party

issues,
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